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afternoon of May I4th the grand attack upon Resaca be-
gan. Sherman's left centre made a gallant assault, carried
a work, captured some guns, but was then checked.
Then the famous Hood made a furious attack upon
Sherman's left flank and at first gained some advantage,
which Howard, aided by a division of Hooker's, repulsed
with great loss to the enemy. McPherson also gained
a position from which he could pour an enfilading fire
into Johnston's intrenchments. Johnston tried to dislodge
him, but in vain, though the fighting was continued until
nearly midnight Next morning while a detachment crossed
the river to the south, the battle was renewed, and by one
o'clock the Union troops had captured a portion of the
Rebel lines, and were within gunshot of Johnston's com-
munications. That night he abandoned Resaca and fled to
the south, burning the railroad bridge behind him. But
Sherman entered the town in time to save the wagon
bridge over the Oostanaula. In these operations at
Resaca, Sherman's total losses were between 4,000 and
5,000. Johnston's were less, probably, not over 2,500,
since his men fought in this roughest of country chiefly
from behind fortifications. A general pursuit of Johnston
by-Sherman's entire army was immediately ordered.

Speaking of the battle of Resaca, General Howard
says:

"One scene at Resaca might be painted. Two rivers
come together, one, the Oostansula flowing west, and its
tributary, the Connassauga, south. Confederate Johnston,
after fleeing from Dalton, placed his army in the north-
west angle of the streams, resting Polk's Corps against
the Oostanaula, facing west, put Hardee's next above, run-
ning up a creek, and then bore Hood back in a convex
curve till his men touched the Connassauga.* Sherman
by the way of Lay's Ferry and Calhoun.    Early in the his brave men,                            'TO*
